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Description Instructions

Approach: Level: Time:

Resources:

Key attributes (1 low – 4 high) Qualities Mean score
year 4 year 8

Global Rating (1 low – 6 high)

Insect  Head Collage

Independent task Year 8 only 30 minutes

Set of A3 black and white photographic images of insect heads. Each student:  set of A5 papers

(grease proof, tissue, grey, cartridge, copied hessian, copied newspaper); scissors, glue stick,

sheet of A3 manilla.

 The teacher administrator gave the following instruc-
tions:

In front of you, you will find a selection of papers
and a piece of brown manilla paper to use as a back-
ground sheet.

You are going to make a make-believe or fantasy col-
lage picture of an insect’s head using the different
papers.

To help you get started, we have some insect photo-
graphs to give you some ideas, and to help you think
about your picture.  (Show the photographs) These
photographs will help you think of shapes and tex-
tures, and parts of the head.

Try to use your papers in interesting ways.  Try to
show interesting shapes and forms.  Choose papers
because the textures or patterns you will want to
show.

Make your picture of the insect’s whole head by cut-
ting, tearing, overlapping and arranging the papers.

Make your insect head as big as you can on the piece
of brown paper.  Don’t make a lot of very small pieces
or they will take too long to stick down.

Arrange the papers where you would like them to
be for your picture.  About 10 minutes before the
end of this activity, I will give you a glue stick, so that
you can glue the pieces of paper onto the brown
piece to finish off your picture.

expressiveness image relevant to the task; expressiveness, fantasy, imagination.
(2.3) 2.7

composition unity; balance, but not necessarily symmetry.
(2.3) 2.7

detail finer features included; variety of shapes; use of textural and tonal contrast
(e.g.  torn/cut, textured/plain, light/dark, narrow wide, delicate/bold).

(2.3) 2.7

use of media edge quality; use of overlap, overlay, folding, crushing,
3 dimensionality.

(2.2) 2.6

(2.9) 3.4

Most of the year 8 pictures were
marked in the middle range (62%)
with about the same numbers
given low ratings (20%) and high
ratings (18%).

Instructions

year 8 (head)

year 4 (whole)
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Students were not penalised for
incomplete drawings
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A symmetrical head form with mouth
parts, eyes and antennae.  Use has
been made of all of the papers.  The
mouth parts lose their effect by be-
ing very pale in contrast with all other
parts of the insect.  When the differ-
ent parts are added together there
isn’t a sense of a unified creature but
rather one of separate bits which
don’t tie together particularly well.
Compositionally there is such strict
symmetry that it is hard to feel this as
being alive, or expressive.  Some of
the forms themselves lack resolution.
The blobby sorts of ears, with their
sharp little particles seem to be ran-
domly placed rather than tied to-
gether.  In a compositional sense the
details don’t link with the whole.

There is a rather lovely use of the tex-
tured pointy-shaped pieces, but they
are placed onto a brown background
sheet of similar colour.  The absence
of contrast between the pasting sur-
face and the object itself means that
the arms or mouth parts disappear
into the background.  The parts of the
body with distinctive contrasts are up
in the antennae area, and they com-
pete strongly for the attention of the
viewer.  If this contrasting technique
had been used with other parts we
might have sensed more coherence
in this image, but each part remains
separate.  There is a feeling in the
cutting of curves that they are roughly
faceted.  There has been no attempt
to cut careful curves.

This image is highly individualised but
possibly very cliched.  It has a sort of
“busy bee” feel about it.  It has a cir-
cular head with two symmetrical ra-
diating wings and two little sun-like
antennae.  It is something of a whim-
sical image; quite simple and reflect-
ing an unsophisticated pictorial
response.

Insect head exemplars mid range
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This is an inventive side view of an
insect with some lovely dangling
mouth parts and a notched, articu-
lated neck.  There are some spiny
parts on the head.  A different piece
of paper tends to be used for every
feature, thereby denying a sense of
unity within the whole design.  Some
edges feel random.  Leaving angular
straight cut edges rather than shap-
ing them to deliberately flow from one
part of the insect into the other, sug-
gests that the artist is thinking of each
part separately.

This is an example of a student mak-
ing a clear, distinct form.  There are
two large spiral eyes but the cutting
and construction techniques have not
shown the spiralling to useful effect.
The student has managed to obtain
contrast by balancing darker, textured
and plain papers.

There are some very interesting
shapes in this insect head, and it
shows the potential to be a reason-
ably imaginative piece of work.  What
the image lacks is something hold-
ing it all together.  With so much of
the background colouration still re-
maining, the interior parts of the in-
sect head dissolve on us, and we end
up with three or four colours of pa-
per that float in seemingly connected
fashion but never quite resolve into a
solid form.  It is almost as if the stu-
dent needed to use another overall
colour underneath those forms and
to treat them like a decorative sur-
face on top of a whole head form.
The strong curved nature is quite at-
tractive.  The shapes are carefully cut
and rendered.  There is quite a de-
gree of skill in the cutting and shap-
ing.

Insect head exemplars
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Insect head exemplars lower range
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high range Insect head exemplars


