Chapter 4: Responding to Art

Approach:  TeamTask

Resources:

Print Making Processes

Level: Year 4 and year 8

Activity card of summarising instructions;

set of randomly numbered photographs showing steps in 4 different print making processes:

year 4: 21 photographs

Description & Instructions

The number of stimulus photographs dif-
fered from Year 4 to Year 8, although
the assessment procedures, interview
questions and marking scheme were the
same.

The teacher administrator assembled the
set of photographs in numeric order be-
ginning at 1 to standardise the “jumbling”
of the pictures. The students were able to
review and alter their selections and ar-
rangements of the pictures at any stage
during the task, but the teacher was not to
prompt such actions.

The teacher administrator gave the follow-
ing instructions:

This activity is about print making processes
used by some artists. I am going to give you a
set of photographs which show children mak-
ing art prints. The photos show different ways
or processes for making prints. They show
how the children started off, how they made
their print, and how they finished off.

Year 8

You will see that the photographs are all mixed
up, so the first thing for your group to do is
to sort them into the different ways that the
children made their pictures.

I'want you to sort these photographs into sets
of pictures. Each set should show the same
print-making process.
When you have done that, I will tell you what
to do next.

This is number 1 on your Activity Card.

If the group does not come up
with 4 sets of pictures, tell them
that there are 4 different sets and
that they should go back and try
to find pictures belonging to the
4 different sets.

Now that you have put the photographs into 4
sets, I would like you to try to arrange each
set of pictures into a line. Each line of pic-
tures should be put into the order which shows
how the print was made — rom the first thing
that was done through to the last thing.

Year 4

year 8: 29 photographs.

Each person in the group is to do one set of
pictures each.

When each of you have put your pictures in
order, everyone in the group should check the
order.

Do that, then I will tell you what to do next.

This is number 2 then number 3 on your
Activity Card.

Time allowed for students to ar-
range pictures in sequence, and
cross check within the group.

Now I want each person to explain to the oth-
ers in the group what is happening in the set
of pictures, so that you are describing how
the print was made.

This is number 4 on your Activity Card.

At the conclusion, on the teacher
record sheet write the order in
which the photographs were ar-
ranged.

94% of year 8 teams placed the 29 photographs into
the sets with at most 1 or 2 photographs incorrectly
placed. For these teams the percentage of photo-
graphs which has been ordered correctly within the
sets was calculated. This percentage ranged from 29
to 55% with a mean of 45%. Correct placement re-
quired quite fine discriminations among steps in the
four print making processes, and the relatively low
level of success suggests that the students may not
have had experience with all four print making proc-
€esses.

84% of year 4 teams placed the 21 photographs into
four sets, with at most one or two photographs not
correctly placed. For these teams the percentage of
photographs which had been ordered correctly within
the sets was calculated.This percentage ranged from
30 to 76%, with a mean of 57%.Year 4 students had 8
less photographs to sort and place in order than the
year 8 students.This was intended to remove some of
the finer distinctions and make the ordering task easier.
The results suggest this goal was achieved.

The change in the number of photographs between years 4 and 8
needs to be taken into account when considering this information.

Results for grouping photographs

% of teams

year4 year 8
Number of photographs grouped 21 29
Grouped all sets of pictures correctly according to the processes. 45% 76%
Grouped the sets of pictures with only 1 or 2 pictures out of place. 35% 14%
Correctly grouped all sets of pictures, but did not order one set
because the group size was 3 students. 7% 4%
Made major errors in grouping the sets of pictures according to processes. 13% 6%
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