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2005 (‘01)

  year 8

	Approach:
	 Focus:
	 Resources:
	

 Trend Task:  Hot Air Balloon
 Group 8
 Preparing a structured summary
 2 “Hot Air” articles, 4 highlighters, 2 strips of blank stickers, instruction card;  
 answer sheet, scissors

In this activity you are going to work together to list the things you would do to get a hot air balloon ready to fly.

To start you will be working in pairs.  Each pair will have a copy of the first couple of pages of the book called Hot Air.

You can have a few minutes to read the pages together.  When you are reading, decide what things the people are doing 
to get the hot air balloon ready to fly.  As you decide each thing, mark it with the highlighter.  After that we will talk about 
the things you have highlighted.

Give teams text and highlighters and allow sufficient time.

Flow chart included:

 drag balloon out into safe  
 take-off area (open)  94 (93)

 check weather/wind suitable  91 (91)

 connect poles to basket  98 (97)

 attach burner and fuel hoses  98 (96)

 light burner (to	test	pressure)  92 (93)

 connect balloon wires to basket  82 (82)

 tie balloon to towbar of car  89 (89) 
 (so	it	won’t	take	off)

 pump cold air into balloon (inflate)  90 (91)

 turn on burner   83 (87) 
 (to	heat	air	and	lift	balloon)

 hold onto basket (so	it	won’st	lift	off)  67 (72)

Order of ‘things’: all ‘things’ in order  71 (61)

 1 or 2 things out of order  25 (28)

 any other response  4 (11)

Total score: 12  23 (26)

 11  37 (25)

 10  22 (23)

 9  11 (9)

 7–8  5 (9)

 0–6  2 (8)

Now your team is going to make a chart which shows the 
things you would do to get a hot air ballon ready to fly.  You 
will write each thing on a separate sticker.  Cut out the 
stickers then put them in order.  After that, you will stick them 
down on this sheet to make a chart.  You don’t have to use all 
of the boxes.  Work together, so everyone is helping.  

This instruction card will remind you what you have to do.

Show and read instruction card. 

Give stickers, scissors, pencils and answer sheet.

Allow sufficient time.

To finish off, I want you to read your chart to me.

INSTRUCTION	CARD1.	Talk	about	the	things	each	pair	has	marked.
2.	Write	each	thing	on	a	sticker.3.	Put	the	stickers	in	order.4.	Stick	the	stickers	on	to	the	sheet	in	order.

Commentary:

Year 8 teams enjoyed a high level of success with this task, with 60 percent getting all or almost all key steps recorded and in an 
appropriate order. There was little change overall between 2001 and 2005.

We	connect	the	poles	to	the	
basket.

Then	we	attach	the	burner	and	
connect	up	the	fuel	hoses.

Paul	lights	the	burner	to	test	the	
pressure.	Wow!

The	flame	shoots	up	with	a	roar.

Paul	shows	me	how	to	connect	the	balloon’s	wires	to	the	basket.	Then	he	ties	the	balloon	onto	the	towbar	of	his	car.	“Otherwise	it	might	just	take	off	while	we’re	inflating	it,”	he	says.
I	wheel	the	fan	out	of	the	trailer.

At	last	the	balloon	is	fully	inflated.	It	looks	amazing!

Once	all	the	lines	are	connected	up,	
Paul	starts	the	fan	that	pumps	cold	air	

into	the	balloon.	Slowly	it	starts	to	inflate.	
Then	Paul	turns	on	the	burner.	The	balloon	
begins	to	lift	as	the	air	inside	it	warms	up.		
We	have	to	hold	onto	the	basket	so	it	won’t	
lift	off	into	the	air	and	leave	us	behind.

It’s	early.	Very early!

I	should	be	still	asleep,	but	Paul	has	promised	

to	take	me	up	in	a	hot-air	balloon	today.

We	drag	the	bag	holding	the	balloon	

out	onto	the	open	grass,	away	from	

trees	and	power	lines.	It’s	heavy.

“First	we	have	to	make	sure	it’s	calm	

enough	to	fly	today,”	says	Paul.	“It	

can	be	very	dangerous	trying	to	land	

in	a	strong	wind.	Especially	if	there	are	

power	lines	around.”

Powerlines!	My	stomach	is	starting	to	

feel	a	bit	funny.	Maybe	I	shouldn’t	

have	had	that	extra	piece	of	toast	for	

breakfast.


