
from those that are in the realm of music education, particularly in schools, is an 
almost impossible task. 

It may be that the NEMP project has succeeded mostly in teasing out a few aspects of 
children's musical experience that they would have had regardless of anything that 
was done in their schools. 

Imitating a fragment of tune that contains no musical meaning for the child can be 
little more than a mechanical process of a kind that the child has either learned to do 
or not. Some children were clearly able to imbue a musical fragment with meaning. 
This was often clear from an expression of pleasure that come on to the face of the 
child. For most, however, the task of playing the right notes on a keyboard instrument 
with which they were almost totally unfamiliar, or of singing by themselves some 
notes that had just been sung or played was an arduous job that gave them little 
pleasure or sense of achievement. 

This, together with the difficulty children experienced in coordinating their pattern, 
tempo and pitch with those of the given model, often led them to simply go their own 
way. The outcome was, as seen in a number of the results of this study, performances 
that in themselves were good, but which failed to meet theparticular NEMP criteria 
for success in those tasks. 

The data collected in the various focuses of this consultancy open up many 
possibilities for other research projects. Perhaps some of these can be followed up  
subsequently. With music coming up as a NEMP subject again in 2000, it may be 
possible to keep in mind, when devising the tasks, such research spin-offs as this has 
presented, as well as benefitting from the present studies in refining their choice and 
design. 
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