trendTask: A Day I’'ll Never Forget

Independent 4&8
Writing a story about a personal event
Video recording on laptop computer, 4 individual answer sheets, 4 Spell Writes, 4 red pens, timer

Questions / instructions:

This activity uses the computer.
In this activity you are going to plan an interesting piece of writing. You will be doing it over three days.

Today, after watching a short video, you will have a few minutes to think about what you might write and put down some of
your ideas. On the second day you will have time to write, and on the third day you will have some time to check your work
and make any changes that you want. | will give you a booklet for writing in. Each day | will collect it back in, then give it back
the next time you come.

DAY 1 INSTRUCTIONS (INTRO). 5 Minutes.
Today you are going to think about and plan what you will be writing.

We’'ll start by watching a video which will help you get started. It shows some times that are special to people, and should
help you start thinking about times that are special to you. Your writing is to describe a day you’ll never forget.

Click the A Day I’ll Never Forget button.

(VIDEO DESCRIPTION: Series of 16 stills depicting a wide variety of scenes. No voiceover.)

Remember, you're going to describe a day that was very special to you; a day you’ll never forget. It should be true and not
make-believe. On the first page of your booklet, write down some of the ideas that you might want to use. Don’t start writing
the piece today. You can have 5 minutes to think about and plan your ideas.

Hand out booklets and blue pens. Allow 5 minutes then collect back the booklets.

DAY 2 INSTRUCTIONS (TEAM / INDEPENDENT). DAY 3 INSTRUCTIONS (STATIONS).

20 minutes. 10 minutes.

Yesterday you started to think about what you will be Yesterday you did some writing. Today you are to check
writing. It is about a time that is very special to you; a day it through very carefully and make any changes

you’ll never forget. I'm going to give back your booklets or improvements that you think should be made.

and today you will have time to do your writing. You will
have 20 minutes, and I'll let you know when you have
used half of the time, and when you have 5 minutes left.

Only use a RED pen today. Don’t use a rubber.
If you want, you can also use a Spell Write.
You have 10 minutes for doing this.

If you don’t know how to spell some words you need,
try to spell them as best you can without asking me or
someone else. Use a PENCIL or BLUE PEN today. Allow 10 minutes then collect back booklets.

Hand out booklets, red pens and Spell Writes.

Remember, what you write about should be true and not
make-believe. It should describe the day you will never
forget, so that when others read what you have written,
they will know what happened on that day, and why it was
special to you.

Hand out students’ booklets, pencils and blue pens.
Tell the students when 10 minutes and then 5 minutes
remain.

Collect booklets back at the end of the time.



Content:

% response
2006 (‘02)

year 4 , year 8

Substituting:

% response
2006 (‘02)

year 4 , year 8

Vividness: (use of language, imagery) (words with other words) substantial
extremely rich and vivid 13 (8) slight
good vivid description 43 (34) none
some elements described 39 (48) .. .
) o Reorganising: substantial
no/very little description 5 (10) :
slight
Relevance: none
(how much on the day/event) majority 84 (84) . .
about half 11 (14) Deleting: substar.mal
some 4 (2) slight
very little or none 1(0) none
. ) Punctuation: substantial
Detail: very detailed and clear .
. . slight
quite detailed none
some elements detailed . .
unclear Paragraphing: substantial
. . slight
Communicating personal feeling:
(communicated how special none
the day is to them) very high Spelling Changes:
quite high (including circling or .
some underlining of words) Substarlﬂlal
very little slight
. none
Editing:
Extending:
(at end of writing) substantial
slight
none Total score: 10-12
Inserting: 8-9
(in middle of writing, either 67
between or within sentences)  substantial 4-5
slight 0-3
none
Subgroup Analyses:
Year 4
Score
Range Boys Girls Pakeha Maori Pasifika
10-12 M2% 5% 4% 2% 2%
8-9 11 % 19 % 17 % 9% 14 %
6-7 31 % 29 % 34 % 23 % 20%
4-5 32% 30 % 30 % 31 % 32%
0-3 24 % 17 % 15 % 35 % 32%
Year 8
Score
Range Boys Gins Pakeha Maori Pasifika
10 -12 22% 35 % 29% 24 % 30 %
8-9 35 % 40 % 37 % 34 % 37 %
6-7 30 % 19 % 25 % 28 % 22%
4-5 8% 4% 6% 8% 5%
0-3 5% 2% 3% 6% 5%

The total score was based on the four content elements, not the editing. There was a small improvement between 2002 and
20086, for both year 4 and year 8 students. Year 8 Pakeha, Maori and Pasifika students performed comparably but girls were more

prominent than boys among the high performers.
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A Day I'll Never Forget : Exemplars
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A Day I'll Never Forget : Exemplars
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A Day I'll Never Forget : Exemplars
YEAR 8 - MID RANGE YEAR 8 - MID RANGE
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YEAR 8 - HIGH RANGE

It wCAS%NoY\d&\_x).\ ey €k mxﬁk\i\%
Ye o %\\U\\f\%\ ang he gan mdm%
Wy speec\n.\lum \old me Yo Fiy
UQ MG eWovs ,\oul' | wasnt +Lmb[5
fussed
Mu\m olmp?{% me. pEE 4t < Chosl,
| ¥issed Yige and eaid @ood_b&e,
‘Cood tuck ¥ <he ghoulnaﬁf
When | aveived wn cdass vy
teachey (My Hetarakad vk
ny s e
e s St DR S0
\OJOC_‘U'S? My épf@d’? ad {Dlau. .
Lme b conlAnk 5¥op thin Qiﬂcj
poout g\l dhe ocople Hagh would
be lheve M, c’!m/\ﬂ‘cLaWC@ i
: %) &
Janishie A aﬂé et aad.
At ey dautivme it wa<“gn\j¥imaf
My males ivged Yo amp e
MF \:‘HJ% they D@\if’,é‘{\ WAS
\(U\S'\ Sead /qu\‘ielf,\\\j;w Jour

ol
U.P”
e s dﬂ\\/&‘ffmd, Aiffevent
e e
5 )
i e )
Theve wUas jmﬁ o Nanlke
laok o il Cace,

| said some off wma  sgeech
=) N

Yhewy ol | haed wiad 0,

gou  Can C‘Q'\\_If And | Ny

L

)
SX(O'PFé, 1 gD\/f\(‘)XK QUQ,\/KJ\\/‘.H/‘I(}
e \AVYy G SK’C&‘

Man | pias
Bk tew A o mvied  on
and \\WL IJO{sxq'Jr so vbag
o maide k- Yaleoveains -\ cope
C)L:\( *H’?ﬂ @JFCD cLe a\i L {‘ a
hooe weiph e s i Al e
r)@d ey svf’mu?r\pfs. | Was
0{0\/10
hund that oac a cpecial
dau that Il neyer forget

) i
1~ U wWhole eniive
\.\Yifn :

A Day I'll Never Forget : Exemplars
YEAR 8 - HIGH RANGE
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