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Chapter 4:  Finding and gathering information                                                                                  33

Kiwi

One to one                                                                                                             Year 4 and year 8

Searching for information on the internet.

Laptop computer with simulation of part of the world wide web, question card, recording book

Questions/instructions

Click the Kiwi button.

Ask the student to fi ll 
in the questionnaire, 
then click Done.

You are doing a 
study about birds 
called kiwi.  You 
need to fi nd the 
answers to these 
questions.

Give student question 
card.

Use the internet on 
the computer to search for information about birds 
called kiwi. The computer shows a search engine. Use 
key words for your search, not web addresses.

Several different web pages provided a range of correct answers.

1. How did the kiwi get the name “kiwi”?  
Use the internet to fi nd out and tell me.

                   sound of cry (kee-wee-kee-wee)   23   72

2. There are fi ve kinds of kiwi in New 
Zealand.  Find the names of three kinds of 
kiwi. [NOT YEAR 4]

3 of:                                            Spotted (little, great) 
               Brown (Okarito, North Island, South Island)
                                         Tokoeka (Haast, Southern)     –    67

3. Kiwi make their nests in different places.  
Find one place where kiwi might make 
their nests.  [NOT YEAR 4]

Any of:                      hollow logs; under tree roots, 
                                       natural holes, burrows, dens     –    48

Search strategies:

                   used combinations of keywords   60   64

             read provided summaries to decide 
                                      which sites to open   63   85

attempted to use search buttons within sites   36   36
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% responses
  y4    y8Survey responses

How often do you search the        at school? at home?
internet on a computer

                                    most days 7 6 20   32

               more than once a week 7 14 16   20

                 less than once a week 32 47 18   18

never 54 33 46   30

Commentary
This simulated internet seaching task showed quite high 
success among the year 8 students, but year 4 students 
enjoyed much less success. The survey responses show 
that about 14 percent of year 4 students and 20 percent 
of year 8 students said that they searched the internet at 
school more than once a week. At home, these percent-
ages rose to 36 and 52 percent.
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Survey responses

How often do you search the 
internet on a computer

                                    

               

                 

                                           never                                           

Found 34 documents about “kiwi” Showing items 1 to 10:
Kiwi Experience
http://192.168.0.2/www.kiwiexperience.com/index.html
Kiwi Experience  What is Kiwi Experience all about: We are 
an alternative coach travel network developed specifi cally for 
backpackers and like-minded independent travellers, allowing 
The Kiwi Bird: An Odd Bird Indeedhttp://192.168.0.2/www.kiwicare.com/bird.htmThe Kiwi Bird: An Odd Bird Indeed The Kiwi Bird: An Odd Bird 
Indeed What does a Kiwi look like? How did the Kiwi get it’s 
name? It has thick hair-like feathers, no tail, a beak one third the 
length of its body, and nostrils at the tip of the beak. It l 
Kiwi Magic Showscan Movie, Queenstown, New Zealand

Indeed What does a Kiwi look like? How did the Kiwi get it’s 
name? It has thick hair-like feathers, no tail, a beak one third the 
length of its body, and nostrils at the tip of the beak. It l 

Found 283 documents about “bird” Showing items 1 to 10:

Birding Bookstore…
National Bird-Feeding Society - Advocates
…
Birding Web Sites - Descriptions and Reviews

…
National Bird-Feeding Society - Advocates
…
National Bird-Feeding Society…
National Bird-Feeding Society…
Stained Glass Stepping Stones - Pictures of the Bird Stones

Stained Glass Stepping Stones - Pictures of the Bird Stones

…
Thayer Software -- Birds of North America
…
National Bird-Feeding Society - Advocates

Found 309 documents about “kiwi bird” Showing items 1 to 10:

 The Kiwi Bird: An Odd Bird Indeed

…
 Kiwi Wildlife Tours - natural history tours New Zealand birding

…
New Zealand Kiwi Bird

…
Kiwi: How the Kiwi Lost his Wings

…
 Kiwi Information -- from the source!

…
Kiwi
…
Kiwi Conservation Club Website

…
 Kiwi Experience

…
 Kiwi Magic Showscan Movie, Queenstown, New Zealand

…

New Zealand Kiwi Bird

Kiwi: How the Kiwi Lost his Wings

 Kiwi Information -- from the source!

Kiwi Conservation Club Website

 Kiwi Magic Showscan Movie, Queenstown, New Zealand

Search results visible on screen without scrolling, showing details.

Link headings 
only from 2 other 
searches.

One of the possible 
result screens, 
showing 3 scrolling 
moves needed to 
fi nd the answer.

Hyperlink head-
ings: 2 items with 
their details and 
the title of the 
third were visible 
without scrolling.


