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	 Approach:
	 Focus:
	 Resources:

Year:

% responses
		  y8

% responses
		  y8

Questions / instructions:

	 Task: 	 New Zealand Native Trees
	 One to one	 8
	 Finding information on a poster
	 Poster, photo, recording book, 2 information cards

Show student the poster.

Have a good look at this poster called New Zealand 
Native Trees. You are going to use this poster to 
answer some questions. 

Point to the detail of the flowers for number 10.

1.	 Show me which tree you would see  
these leaves and flowers on. 

	 Record the student’s answer.	 Manuka	 	 75

Show photo of tree.

2.	 Here is a photograph 
that shows different 
parts of another tree. 
Use the poster to find 
the name of the tree, 
then show me where 
you found it.

	 Record the student’s answer.	 Köwhai	 .	 92

	 found on poster	 	 90

Show and read information 
card 1.

3.	 Use the poster to work out 
what tree the boy saw.

Record the student’s answer.

	 Puriri		  36

	 Taraire	 	 15

	 any other response	 	 49

Commentary:

Year 8 students handled this task well except for question 3 
which provided no visual clues and required careful reading 
of the description and scanning of the poster for matching 
information.

Show 
information card 
about the Dove 
Tree.

4.	 Here is some information about the Dove Tree. 
This tree is not on the poster. 

	 Why do you think that it is not there?

Record the student’s answer.

	 mentioned that it is not native to NZ	 	 82

Total score:	 5		  34

	 4	 	 37

	 3	 	 18

	 2	 	 7

	 0–1	 	 4
INFORMATION CARD

A boy was camping near a 
beach in the North Island when 
he saw a beautiful tree. The tree 
was 20 metres tall and had fruit 
growing on it.

Family   Nyssaceae	 Species   Davidia involucrata

Dove Tree
Leaves Heart-shaped, to 15cm (6in) long and 

12cm (43/4in) across, with a slender, pointed tip, 

sharply toothed, bright green above, densely 

hairy beneath. Bark  Orange-brown, 

peeling vertically in small flakes. 

Flowers  Individually small, in a 

rounded head 2cm (3/4in) across, 

conspicuous by the purple  

anthers, surrounded by two white 

bracts of unequal size, the larger to 20cm 

(8in) long, in late spring with the leaves. 

Fruit  Rounded, 2.5cm (1in) across, 

green ripening to purple-brown.

• Native Region  China.

• Habitat  Moist 

mountain woods

var. vilmoriniana	
The leaves of this  

variety are smooth  

beneath.

sharp teeth 
at leaf 
margin

white bracts 
surround 
flower 
clusters

purple 
anthers

leaves have soft 
hairs on underside

 Height  20m (65ft)	 Shape  Broadly conical	 Leaf persistence  Deciduous	 Leaf type

Davida	
involucrata

12  PURIRI
Vitex lucens
20 metres
Found in coastal and 
lowland forests in the 
northern regions of the 
North Island.

22  TARAIRE
Beilschmie dia tarairi
20–22 metres
Found throughout lowland 
forests in the upper regions 
of the North Island.

1  KÖWHAI
Sophora tetraptera
10–14 metres
Naturally occurring in mid-
North Island regions and 
now grown throughout 
most of the country.

1  KÖWHAI
3/4 actual size
In early spring, bellbirds and 
tui seek out the köwhai’s 
bright yellow flowers for 
their nectar. Kererü often 
appear to eat the flowers 
and leaves.

10  MANUKA
3/4 actual size
Also known as ‘tea tree’ 
because early European 
settlers were able to make 
tea from the aromatic 
leaves. Manuka wood 
has been used for garden 
stakes, brooms and poles 
and is a popular firewood.

10  MANUKA
Leptospermum scoparium
5–8 metres
Naturally occurring in mid-
North Island regions and 
now grown throughout 
most of the country.


