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Maths adviser

One to one Year 4 and year 8

7 cards and a packet of 15 wooden cubes.

Questions/instructions

Let’s imagine that
someone in your
class needs some
help with maths,
and that you are
going to try to
explain the
answers.

I’ll ask the
questions, and you
try to explain the answers.  You will need to say
more than “yes” or “no” — because you want them
to understand. Use the cubes to help show what
you mean.

Encourage the student to use the cubes and explain an
answer, rather than just saying yes, no or maybe.
Show cards 1a and 1b
1. Is 4 plus 3 the same as 3 plus 4?

Prompt: Show me using the cubes.

Show cards 2a and 2b
2. What about 4 minus 3 and 3 minus 4?

Are they the same?
Prompt: Show me using the cubes.

Show cards 3a and 3b
3. Does 2 times 5 give the same

answer as 5 times 2?
Prompt: Show me using the cubes.

Show card 4.  Note — cubes are not used
for these questions. Place card with ‘7’ on
it in front of the student.
4. Is there a number you can add to, or
take away from this number, but the
number still stays the same?  Tell me
what it is and how this works.
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Mac Moves

Macintosh Powerbook 5300CS laptop computer with program Hypercard® Player; headphones;
mouse; Hypercard® document Mac Moves.

Two skills were considered essential for carrying
out the calculator assessment task.  The Mac
Moves exercises were designed to ensure the stu-
dents had the opportunity to acquire or practice
those skills before beginning the assessed tasks.
For each exercise the student heard their instruc-
tions through the headphones.
At any time they could use the buttons at the
bottom of the screen:
Tell me…  Hear the instructions repeated.
Home Return to the main screen for

choosing tasks.
Again Have another go.
Next Go to the next exercise.

1. Pointing and clicking an object.
Point and click on each frog to

make it jump into the water.

Each frog made a noise as it appeared to
jump into the water.

5. What about multiplying or dividing.  Is
there a number you can multiply (or
times) this number by, or divide it by, so
that the number stays the same?  Tell me
what it is and how this works.

continued on right page

Correct conclusion:  with demonstration 81 95

not demonstrated 15 4

Correct conclusion:  with demonstration 47 76

not demonstrated 13 11

Correct conclusion:  with demonstration 38 68

not demonstrated 40 28

Correct,  good explanation of:
both addition and subtraction 29 52

only one operation 10 5

Correct: but inadequate explanation 13 20

Correct,  good explanation of:
multiplication and division 10 41

only one operation 19 17

Correct: but inadequate explanation 7 20

Resources:

TELL ME… HOME AGAIN NEXT
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